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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

1 . The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

2. Claims 27-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 27 depends on a canceled claim. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in 
public use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in 
the United States. 

4. Claims 17-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Pala et 
al. (US 2001/0022553). 

As to claim 17, Pala discloses an optical display system for a vehicle, 
comprising: 

at least one first display unit (Fig. 1(24b)) and at least one second display unit 
(Fig. 1 (76)), with information for display being allocated to the at least one first display 
unit and to the at least one second display unit (Fig. 2(84) switching the video signals), 
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wherein switching from the at least one first display unit to the at least one 
second display unit, or from the at least one second display unit to the at least one first 
display unit, occurs as a function of a determined current driving situation, in order to 
display the information (see [0026], the video switcher 84 receives... a gear input 
signal..., gear input is a current driving situation). 

As to claim 18, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein, after switching from the first display unit to the second display unit, 
corresponding information is masked out on the first display unit, and after switching 
from the second display unit to the first display unit, the corresponding information is 
masked out on the second display unit (see [0026], switcher 84 selectively routes video 
signals to the display 24 and display 76). 

As to claim 19, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
further comprising an evaluation and control unit (Fig. 2(84)), which determines the 
current driving situation by evaluation of data from at least one vehicle subsystem (Fig. 
2(90)). 

As to claim 20, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein the at least one first display unit is arranged outside the central field of view of 
the driver (Fig. 1 (24b) is not in the view of the driver). 

As to claim 21, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein the at least one second display unit is arranged within the central field of view 
of the driver (Fig. 1(76) is installed in the instrument panel). 
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As to claim 22, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein information from at least one vehicle subsystem (Fig. 2(90)) is allocated to be 
displayed on the at least one first display unit, in which case it is possible to switch to 
the at least one second display unit in order to display the information when a first 
driving situation is determined (see [0026], switcher 84 selectively routes video signals 
to the display 24 and display 76). 

As to claim 23, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 22, 
wherein the information which can be displayed from the at least one vehicle subsystem 
(Fig. 1 (1 1 6)) comprises a hazard warning, whereby the first driving situation can be 
determined by the evaluation and control unit when a hazard situation occurs (see 
[0026]). 

As to claim 24, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 22, 
wherein the at least one vehicle subsystem comprises a navigation system (see [0032]). 

As to claim 25, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein the information displayed from the navigation system comprises complicated 
navigation information, whereby the first driving situation can be determined by the 
evaluation and control unit when a complicated navigation maneuver occurs (see 
[0032], when the door is opened). 

As claim 26, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 24, 
wherein the information which displayed from the navigation system comprises 
information for inputting destinations in the navigation system, whereby the first driving 
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situation can be determined by the evaluation and control unit during normal driving 
operation of the vehicle (see [0033], turn-by-turn navigation instructions). 

As to claim 27, as it is understood in view of the above 112 problem, Pala 
discloses that information from at least one vehicle subsystem is allocated to be 
displayed on the at least one first display unit, whereby the information when a second 
driving situation is determined is additionally allocated to the at least one second display 
unit (see [0020], when the vehicle is parked). 

As to claim 28, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 27, 
wherein the second driving situation is determined by the evaluation and control unit 
when the vehicle is stationary (see [0020], when the vehicle is parked). 

As to claim 29, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 27, 
wherein the information from the at least one vehicle subsystem comprises moving 
images (Fig. 2(116, 117) are camera system, which comprises moving images). 

As to claim 30, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 27, 
wherein the vehicle subsystem is one of a television and video system, and an interface 
to the Internet (Fig. 2(88, 70, 86)). 

As to claim 31, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 17, 
wherein when switching between the display units, at least one of a display type and the 
scope of the displayed information can be varied (Fig. 2(24 and 76) are different type of 
display, 76 is installed in the instrument panel which the scope can be varied). 
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As to claim 32, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 31, 
wherein the display type comprises at least one of the size and color and contrast and 
the representation (see [0026]). 

As to claim 33, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 18, 
further comprising an evaluation and control unit (Fig. 2(84)), which determines the 
current driving situation by evaluation of data from at least one vehicle subsystem (Fig. 
2(90)). 

As to claim 34, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the at least one first display unit is arranged outside the central field of view of 
the driver (Fig. 1 (24b) is not in the view of the driver). 

As to claim 35, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 18, 
wherein the at least one second display unit is arranged within the central field of view 
of the driver (Fig. 1(76) is installed in the instrument panel). 

As to claim 36, Pala discloses the optical display system as claimed in claim 19, 
wherein the at least one second display unit is arranged within the central field of view 
of the driver (Fig. 1(76) is installed in the instrument panel). 

Conclusion 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to YUK CHOW whose telephone number is (571)270- 
1544. The examiner can normally be reached on 8-6 M-TH E.T.. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Quan-Zhen Wang can be reached on (571) 272-31 14. The fax phone 
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number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Y. C.I 

Examiner, Art Unit 2629 
/Quan-Zhen Wang/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 2629 



